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Privacy is a concept that is rapidly evolving in relation to the most public of mediums, the Internet, which became even more super-charged with social networking websites. In a recent California election, one ballot measure, Proposition 8, asked voters a question on marriage. Donors to the Prop 8 campaign found that their names, addresses, and amount of contribution were masked up with Google Maps and thus rendered into a format showing the world a map image of donors’ names, street addresses, and dollar contributions. All this data is public record information already, but still quite inconvenient to access. What are the side effects of this action?
Access to public information is among the various fundamental rights accorded to the public for inspecting and scrutinizing information, however, not all public records are conveniently accessible; owing to masking.  Masking of public records is thus one of the crucial techniques implemented in enhancing the privacy of sensitive information. Thus, from a wide perspective, the action of masking seeks to protect personally identifiable information from being easily accessed. However, there are various side effects of this action. This paper highlights some of the side effects of masking public record information.
 First, public records are supposed to be conveniently accessible in order to serve people who are searching for information in the vastness of a particular entity or individual. Thus, the action of masking public records ends up limiting the accessibility of information that could be of important aid to the user. Thus, the ‘public records’ would not be public records if it poses difficulties in accessing the information about the person you are looking for, for instance; if they are married or not, have a criminal record or don't have, their achievement or failure they are accredited to (PrivacyRights, 2012).
Consequently, masking public records by limiting their accessibility and convenience is refutable considering it hinders accountability. It is certain that full disclosure of personal information can cause harm to individuals, however, this can be minimized, while at the same time promoting accountability and transparency. The two possible strategies that can be adopted include limiting what is posted online; by using indexes, registers than full texts, and also, by adopting automation systems with redaction features that can automatically block sensitive information from being viewed (Epic.org, 2019).
Lastly, it should be noted that privacy is a fundamental security concept for safeguarding sensitive information; however, masking public records which are meant to be conveniently accessible is detrimental. Thus, to address the shortcomings due to masking privacy, there is a need for policies to be developed that appropriately balance privacy with access. 
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